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but in the profoundly religious. Can it be that the new 
freedom, the new assertion of the dignity of man outside the 
crushing despotism of modern mass life, will arise from this 
new renaissance? 
Beneath the Surface 

This is a dynamic world. The surface of events by no 
means proclaims all that is taking place. Men have not been 
helpless puppets in the past. They may not be today. The 
organs of propaganda, the controlled newspapers, and the 
radio do not contain all the news. There are always those 
who will do their own thinking, and that thinking will not 
easily appear on the surface today. ) 

The climax in Berlin may begin to touch off the aware- 


ness of ordinary men about the fate that hangs over them. 
They may begin to do something about it. : 
WHERE ARE THE CHILDREN? 


A PLEA FOR THE SCHOOLS 
By Irvin Hodgson 


past 
denominations, and has given rise to expensive schemes and 
ambitious plans, many of which are meeting with considerable 
success. In our own case, however, there are factors which 


are perhaps unique and which will have to receive special 


roughly 10,000 scholars and less than 200 schools. The aver- 
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vision of the right material calls for money in abundance as 
well as for ane yoy | vision and enthusiasm. However 
loyal and devoted our Sunday School teachers and Youth 
leaders, they must be supported from headquarters by the 
— of adequate and suitable material and methods. 

work is often heartbreaking enough in itself; it must not 
be condemned to utter failure in advance. 

It is to be hoped that the work being put in by those who 
have undertaken the responsibility for this vital work will be 
met with an equal enthusiasm and support by those who can 
see and feel the urgency of our position, and that in the very 
near future our own work amongst young people will grow 
in power and effectiveness. We have a vital message for our 
age, and concentration upon this important branch of our 
work cannot fail to have a ound effect upon the life and 
strength of our churches, with a consequent increase in both 
membership and attendance. In brief, “neglect the schools 
and our churches die”. — 


BEFORE THE LAST BUS 
(NEW DIALOGUES OF RELIGION) 


Joun. Member of the Parish Church. 
Jean. His wife. 


Ian. Too fragile to stand the traffic between minds? And 
yet, you know, if religion is not communicable in all sorts 
of ways what is 1? 


_ Jean. Come on, then, Ian, you first, as the guest. What s 


this Unitarian position of yours? 

lan. Just a very ancient one. We stand by the great mono- 
theistic tradition, and do not regard the Trimity as an 

Jean. And you, John? 

Joun. As to what is, or is not, Christian: Ian, accord: to 
his famous nght of individual judgement, will choose » hat 
he likes. But as to monotheism, we are monothetstic 100. 
We are first of all monothessts. All the great formulanes 
of the Protestant religion lay that down as the bask 
position. No doubt at all can be thrown upon that. 


an. Where, then, does your Trinity come im? After all. vou 


are very emphatic about 1 when you want to sct up the 
How can you be monothesi 


It ts not your monotheism that is the , but 
denial of God's being m Christ and the Holy Spaz 


| lax. You mean we do not believe m three gods? 


Joux. Now you know perfcctly well that we do not bee 
m three gods. 

Tax. I'm afraid, John, I know nothing of the kind. The 
creed cnumerates three gods over and 

But positively says they are not three gods 
course, we 5S a muysicry. 


you 
Why do you bring the Trinity into your === 


| 
= Youth Departments of the General Assembly of Unitarian 
; and Free Christian Churches has brought to the forefront 
' both laymen and to those who are more intimately concerned - a - 
m an administrative and executive capacity IAN. Their Unitarian friend. 
y The “drift” of young people away from Church and (All were formerly students together.) 
| I 
BB. Our convictions cannot be really religious if they only 
ee force division on us, and put us into a nervous silence. 
Firstly there is the financial aspect. If the proposed  Joun. I agree. And I can’t help thinking that when people 
| ' schemes for reorganisation are to meet with any success at all say that things are too sacred to discuss they mean they 
. it is essential that the departmental income will have to be are too fragile, too flimsy. 
augmented considerably, and the obvious way is by increased 
a selves. From the latest figures it would appear that we have 
| 38 10s. Additional moome from other sources 1s less than 
madequate for the provision new methods suitable 
| material which are absolutcly essential for an cfficient R-E. 
and Y_P. Department. 
A second factor becomes apparent when one realises that 
“importees”. that is, of people who, the present writer, 
tions. When thes ts coupled wath the fact that more than half 
of our mimisicrs have also been “mmported™. one ts forced to 
7 the unpalatable wuth that many thousands of ciuldren who 
* Tha compilctely denomimation. our ba 
semous and oammous factor m our own madst. The 
at would scem to be that we have been conicnt m 
> upon the meportation of “outsaders” rather 
bulidine up wath our own people. Wha has hap- 
“e were bon and bred in our faith: is our 
. 2 who have suffered under more orthodox 
of rehgson? 
= may be the cause of thes unparalicied cxodus of 
or mass” m the ferere. If our Church is to 
i! chanec and chanec drastically. lax. And there we have one of the scasons why 
mot be discussed. 
assest that the ereatest of our free 
| 
course. and plams are bemmg made to make our SS. 2nd Youth Joux. Now, how shall I put a? You should 
~ there was 2 moment carly im our cra when an 
quatc funds thes is 2 formedabie task. them it is of pond and | 
The mucthods, and the pro- arena of thought. The Gaostics and a: 
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Manicheean end Zoroastrian fellow-travellers would 
nave had the Creator to be an omnipotent demon or devil 
of some kind, and Christ to be an insurgent, divine 
champion of goodness on behalf of mankind, like some 
nagan Prometheus. 
Jrax. There has always seemed to me to be a good deal of 
sense in that picture of the human situation. 
Joun. Yes, it is because it is always so plausible that it was 
so dangerous. But to have represented the Creator of the 
world as a monstrous potentate would have led to per- 
verse and horrible judgments in many ways. 


2 


argument di 
Creator but on that of the Son. 


Joun. Yes, yes. But historically this is what it igni 
fied. The Trinity, by holding that God was God in all 


His aspects, preserved the true monotheistic idea. 
Ian. Historically and accurately it was as I said. 
Joun. But, looked at in perspective, that is how I understand 


Jows. You strike me, Tan, as being more interested in our 
stnct orthodoxy than we are ourselves. 


Iss. Your whole orthodox case is strictness. If it is not 


ss then it is humbug. Your claim to strictness has 
ready with 
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WHAT IS UNITARIANISM ? 


AN AMERICAN ANSWER 


[The May number of the “Christian Register’, the 
monthly organ of the American Unitarian Association, is 
devoted to the purpose of stating the Unitarian Faith. 
We have taken extracts from an article written jointly by 
two ministers, the Rev. Duncan Howlett of Boston, and 
the Rev. Eugene A. Luening of Northampton and 
Florence, Mass. We shall hope to give extracts from 
other articles in forthcoming issues of THE INQUIRER.] 


trast with the rest of Christendom, and they have shown how 
these beliefs and disbeliefs have arisen in the course of 


them. They have taken for granted the existence of 


between themselves and Protestantism m general to lie im the 
realm of belicf, it is to this area we must first turn our atten- 
tion if we are to learn what Unitariantsm is. inni i 


irl 


sicalesm, there is 
hue had not already 
baad 
the 
drew 
such 


be sclf-comtradactory. or 
bated the statement that 
of a man, and 
thew 


a 


ver 


—_—_ 
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, IN DELINEATING Unitarianism we are faced at the outset 
lax. And to judge from the perverse judgments of the first with the question as to whether it is Protestant or even 
generations of Calvinist preachers I should say the Mani- _— Christian. If it is not, what new type of entity is it? If it is, | 
cheeans had’ won the day! what kind of Christian or Protestant church is it? Unitarian 
Joun. The 88 of writers who have written on Unitarianism have almost always 
ot to be. Rightly discussed the movement from the doctrinal point of view. 
Trinity that made cam of one nature with the good = They have told what Unitarians do and do not believe in con- | 
Christ, and preserved the Christian world-view against ee 
dualism. istory. Few writers have ever any aspect 
lax. You know you've got it upside down, don’t you? The of the movement. It is as if belief were the only aspect of 
These writers have, of course, not been unaware of the 
the 
community 
nitarian, worshipped in accordance with them, taught 
their children and written and sung hymns about 
ps they have done so because externally, that is, 
it. to EEE from India, the Unitarian church looks, acts and | 
lan. “Looked at im perspective, as you understand it”! I e most other Protestant churches. There 
thought there was some mockery when you referred to or important difference here, it did not occur | 
my right of mdividual judement. It is not you who the imstitution im ecxplanation of 
possess that right, John, but I, whose people had to fight 
for Since Unitarians have traditionally found the contrast 
tarilan argument except by using our principles. not 
to mention speaking of the Trinity as aspects of God! / 
“Aspects” are heresy for you. . 
you are gomg to make obstacles to the progress of this centred doctrine of man. 
Just so. Amd these are the same obstacles that ortho- ‘he ctgltcenth century which proclaumed man's dignity. 
: capacity for disinterested virtuc, his moral faculty, his capacity 
doxy, self-styled, has put in the way of the progress of ee “ager 
27. for moral growth, his spiritual freedom and his nght to trust 
Christan thought altogether. his own reason in religion, as in secular matters. Channing : 
Jesus’ role as the moral exemplar of mankind. These 
he set forth in contradistinction to prevailing Calvinism _ t 
day which was characterised by the doctnmes of 
at all depravity, clection, irresistible grace, cic. 
onl Another characteristic teaching of Channing | 
Tocrimmmations on us? today, was his msistence upon the need for 
‘ers. T have mever recriminated you, Tan. 
Iss That is like the Hitlerites who said they quite liked the frequent or hearty endorsement. | 
Jews who were their personal friends, but raised no 
objection to the butchery of Jews im gencral. } 
jours I That ss a be stiff Who is butchering 
italy stand m the way finally divested of all rckance upon 
to divide Christians, our bedevil the Book and squarely 
“uation and give loose to pregedice” must go however truth misht be apprehended He | 
ny bus. Whois to have the last word? order im the world as a postulate of religion and 
hether the Trmitarians would not benacit have ever 
onthodox. I mean, they could cemtury wore on. cemtam other prmc- 
mot completely aruculated by the three ercat 
some freedom movement rcocived verbal | 
of smoocssive to pee the movement | 
2 ts to be presented at all, He the airmen tha 
to worse, | 
ame whee im the imtceests of and mot crced ts the 
ade ofl Geir of freedom. m the New for 
> Q@estioms they raise. mest be honest, mot micadimg to 
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| 
a _— t made consistent. They were characterised 
desire to. square religious thought wih COMMUNICATION 
if ‘f. | thought. They openly endorsed the scientific method and the wet 
2 ® | theory of evolution, and led the way in adopting the results y - Herford 
q oF of Biblical criticism. [The following article was suggested by a recent article on 
Bae What do Unitarians of the present day hold? _In the first the Communion Service. 
They accept the scientific method. YET ONCE more the question of the sacramental approach 
Fa implies, viz., that the universe is ordered and that man, wring their hands, saying “No, not again! This bone of con- 
(2 | through his faculties, can discover that order—at least to a tention which has broken up so many groups and feliow- 
ia degree—and a degree that can and will increase. Thirdly, 4:5.” Even in the earliest times of Christian discipleship 
i: T they will not knowingly entertain any mutually mconsistent = 407- were a considerable number of those “who walked no 
ee ideas. Fourthly, they regard man as an end in himself, and =. with Jesus”, when he suggested the more mystical 
-? from this flow their doctrines of brotherhood, of freedom. of elements of the nourishment of the then new organism. And 
eo democracy—of sociality in its widest sense. Fifthly, as they yet is life or the ication of life possible wit! 
§ | postulate man’s ability to learn the facts of the physical umi- = nurse to symbol? One may be privileged to live at close 
a ei verse, so they postulate man’s ability to learn the facts of the quarters to a spring of good drinking water but how many 
‘ é | human realm, viz, the moral law and the principles of = ang? One may be able to drink from the source by 
sociality. putting immediately there or making a 's 
_ This is not to say that Unitarians have forgotten the God 
= of immediate experience of which Emerson was accustomed = oie them so in duc course, but even so a cup to hand to a 
to remind them. They accept science for what it can do, but friend is a pleasant though possibly quite unnecessary cxtra 
are not idolators of it. Perhaps some are. Ideally, however, comet But for those not so favourably a cup or 
they are not, and certainly we who have written these words 
ruts and a place to be avoided at all costs. 
= hile stressing the importance of making use of all that 4 coe perhaps find some explanation for the reason why 
ay science can yield to us, we remind ourselves and the reader so many thirsty folk prefer the beautiful and tangible thouzh 
ha of the limitations of science, and of the present shift among = itjy archaic vehicle of tradition rather than the mor 
ms scientists themselves from a perceptual attitude toward the intimate and personal approach in which (even if they ac 
-: the world to a conceptual attitude also. We seck Knowledge = of ins presence) they may fecl even less entitid to 
«ee. The Unitarian holds man to be an end and not a means. ein Oe ea 
“The Sabbath was made for man and not man for the on 
Sabbath” is a classic Mlustration of the view to which the 
Unitarians hold. There are several antitheses to this position. A 
ae There are those who say a state or a church, or a party or a gcacrations bang ye _ 
master is of more worth than a man. We say mo masicr, no 
men may be called upon to give them lives for 
£e ; they themsches as of of old may reserve the right to say who shall or <bal 
=i? more worth than the they ase desigecd to scrve- mot be allowed to usc them cure 2s 
These are those who say the universe reveals no cvadence of wholesome to use the cups anchored by chams to poetic 
hindmost. To such men we say yours is no fash but only 
— Im fact. the whole of Bisa cf cop must nh 
the that thas is a universe which men con Ive shold of rather than repel 
unto And that ts our fash m God. Im the mscratable will of Providence the = 
thesr older communstics have mherted some of the 
“LOOKING ROUND” of 17th and 18th ccatery Commemion plat = 
almost without caccption locked away m safes and 
Mostly ot Unitarian boucs Iest be misunderstood. it would sccm sometr 
dcperuncet im London sham act foomed for al Gmc into 2 
£ week-end of 3; these ase the of for Good 
cach orl Higdec Chapel. Gee by bath Peter and Philp, two of 
rcoonded ciscwhese there could and woul. 
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rker SEXTON, 6.30, Rev. J. P. CHALK and Mr. C. E. Morris. MANSFIELD, Old Mecting House, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. F. HEMING 
en's Giascow, St. Vincent St., Unitarian Ch., 11 and 6.30, Rev. ALEXANDER VA . saat 
tin REID. MexsorouGH, Free Christian 10.30 and 6.30, Rev. E. A. Daviss. 
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she GopaLMING, Meadow Chapel, 6.30, Rev. G. MABEL BEAMES. Teme. 
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in CHAPEL, Hale Barns, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. E. A. Lear. WADDINGTON. 
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Manchester College Chapel, 11.30, Rev. W. THomas WILLIAMS. 
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ing, High St., 11 and 6.30, Rev. C. Towns. 
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Free Ch., Bradfod, 3, Mr. R. S. SALT. 
Ch., Eccles, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. G. L. CLarxs. 
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Services. 
woop, Kingswood, 
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KIDDERMINSTER, New Mecting House, 11 and 6.30, Rev. H. WHITAKER. 
KxutsForD, Brook St. Chapel, 11 and 6.30, Rev. STANLEY Mossop. PADIHAM, Nazareth Un. Ch., Knigr 
Lancaster, St. Nicholas St. Church, 10.30 and 6.30, Rev. Lor HALL. PuvmoutH, Unitarian Centre, Hou 
Leevs, Mill Hill 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. E. Price. E. Kemsuey. 
Leicester, Narborough 11, Junior Church, 6.30, Rev. E. G. GREEN. Pooue, Unitarian Church, Hill St., 6.30, Rev. F. Munrorp. 
Leicester, The Great 11 and 6.30, Dr. A. S. Humn. aa Se at 62 Kingston Crescent, North End, 
LeTcHWORTH, Vasanta Gernon Walk, 6, Miss H. M. Ricnagps. Preston, Unitarian Ch., Church St., 6.30, Rev. L. E. Nurran. 
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—— THE LINDSEY PRESS —— 
REVELATION OF GOD IN NATURE AND HUMANITY 


THE BIBLE TODAY 
By H. McLacuian, M.A., D.D., Litt.D. 
is the the Bible? How far have non-biblical studies 
affected the interpretation of it? Why is it read less today 
than formerly? What are the chief problems it presents and 
how to their solution to be found? These 
questions to which an answer is attempted in 
The Bible Today 


ANNIVERSARY SERVICES 
SATURDAY, JULY 3-3 pm - - 


PARTIES ARE COMING R OY HELL 
from HOLLAND SUSSEX 
IN JULY AND AUGUST 


HYDE CHAPEL, GEE CROSS 
(Founded 1708) 


CENTENARY OF PRESENT CHAPEL 


SATURDAY, JULY 3, 3 pm. SALE OF WORK 
organised by the Women’s Society 
7 pm. CELEBRATION MEETING 
Chairman: Mr. Percy HIBBERT 


Speakers include: His WorSHIP THE Mayor OF Hyper 
(Councillor Vincent Firth, J.P.) 


Proressor F. J. M. Stratton, LL.D., F.R.S. 
_ (President of the General Assembly) 


ives of the local Clergy and Ministers, and of 


CENTENARY SERVICES, SUNDAY, JULY 4 
11 a.m. Preacher: Rev. Principat R. V. Hout, M.A., B.Lirt. 
2.30 p.m. Sunday School Service | 

Address by Mr. K. B. Saxton, B.A. 
6.30 p.m. Service conducted by Mr. C. E. Morris 
Preacher: The Minister (Rev. J. P. CHaix) 
Organist: Mr. P. P. WYLDE. 


VISITORS INVITED! 
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| After an introductory chapter we are shown certain aspects of 
- . _ the physical world overlooked by the materialist. Theories of 
organic evolution are then compared, the problem of cruelty 
in nature considered, and the meaning of natural beauty 
discussed 
| 
| 
Representat 
the East Cheshire Christian Union. 
| FUNDAMENTALS OF MODERN RELIGION 
; By R. F. Rattray, M.A., Ph.D. 
| The writer has set down the results of his study and thought 
: on the fundamental problems of religion as they appear today 
Is. each, by post is. id. 
: The above titles are from the series Religion: its Modern 
: Needs and Problems edited by Raymonp V. Hot, M.A. 
: B. Litt. Send for prospectus giving details of all the books 
in the series. 
The Limdsey Press, 14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1 
a 
B.A. 
$ followed by Tea, Exhibition and Pageant. | 
| The Mayor has accepted an invitation to attend this Service. | 
- - Rev. Roger Thomas, M.A. | 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 73.30 pm. Garden Féte at Red Cliff, Kimver. 
4 Proceeds in aid of 250th Anniversary Renovation Fund which has ee 
| : the approval of the Midland Christian Union. | | | 
Denatrens te Mrs. D. Cooper, Oak House, Bowltsng Green Stourbridge | | | 
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| There is still room for you and your family if you write im carly | 
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| ¢ of 55 Falcon Read, Edinburgh, 10, a son (Charies Antony). 
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— Senith. and Mrs Asther RICHARD BAXTER AND THE PROSLEM 
23 Farquhar Read, Birmingham OF CERTAINTY De. Margaect L_ Wiles 
| DEATHS H. G. WELLS, MATERIALIST AND 
Hascock —On Jume 22, at the residence of ber daughter Winiired MYSTIC Sedacy 
Cookson. 142 Burchficids Read. Manchester, 14. Mary, beloved | 
é wife of the Wiliam Eduard Haacock. 
Nevmze—Oe Jame 16, at Mall Asther W. Nevwilic, kate 
Un. Church, Cathedral Place, and 7.30, Rex. 


